






Nipigon River System Water Management Plan Amendment #3 – Adjusting Plan 

for Increased Flexibility 

 

Issue: 

Presently the establishment of flows under the Nipigon WMP is rigidly set by the tables 

in Chapter 10 – Schedule A – Weekly Flow Tables.  Since 2005 it has been noted by 

OPG, MNR and NWAC that the management of the Nipigon River watershed would be 

improved if there was more flexibility within the methods to establish the Nipigon River 

flows on a weekly basis.  Increased flexibility would allow quicker response to flood and 

drought conditions and enhance consideration for resource management benefits/impacts 

while still remaining within the operational requirements of the WMP.   

 

Brief Summary of Current Process:   

To establish the flow for any given week (assume Week 7 for this example) the following 

process is followed: 

1. On Wednesday of Week 6, the 7 day average inflow (using the previous 7 days 

which is Wednesday of Week 5 up to Tuesday of Week 6) is calculated. 

2. The most current elevation data from the Wednesday of Week 6 is calculated. 

3. The elevation and flow are used with the tables to set the flow the following 

Monday to Sunday of Week 7. 

 

Proposed Solution: 

It is proposed that Section 10.1.1.1 Use of Weekly Flow Tables should be amended to 

incorporate the following to allow more flexibility in establishing flows on a weekly 

basis.  

 

There are times during wet and dry periods where the watershed conditions will be 

changing more rapidly than typical.  During these times the method of setting weekly 

flows as described above may not respond quickly enough to the changing watershed 

conditions.  There are also times when a flow change may not be in the best interests of 

the resource, such as when the tables call for a (short term) flow change during a 

spawning or incubation period.  As such, the following variations may be used to set the 

weekly flows: 

 

1. On the Monday when the flow change for the week is scheduled to occur (which 

was set according to the inflow and water level conditions present on the 

Wednesday of the previous week), if the watershed conditions warrant, OPG can 

choose to use the most recent data (Lake Nipigon elevation and the 7 day average 

inflow) available on the Monday and adjust the flow for that week in accordance 

with the existing Weekly Flow Tables within Schedule A of the WMP.   

2. If the elevation on the day on which flow is established for the given week is 

within +/- 2 cm of an alternate flow in the Weekly Flow Tables within Schedule 

A of the WMP, OPG can choose to use the flow value that is deemed most 

appropriate given the watershed conditions and resource management 

considerations.  

 



If OPG chooses to use either of the above two options, OPG will notify the MNR (either 

by telephone or email) on the day that the flow is established for the week. 

 

It is expected that most situations warranting consideration of these variations will have 

been the topic of a proactive discussion between OPG, MNR and NWAC regarding the 

anticipated conditions and/or resource management implications.   

 

 










