
Visitor Centre Displays

The How it Works exhibit was created to educate people about how electricity 
is produced at the R.H Saunders Generating Station.

This exhibit pays tribute to the villages that were relocated during the 
construction of the St. Lawrence Seaway and Power Project.

The headworks and tail race cranes at the R.H. Saunders Generating Station.

Mardi Falconer, daughter of 
Robert Hood Saunders, stands 
next to a photograph of herself 
and her parents on the way to the 
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 
1953. This photo was taken during 
the opening of OPG’s St. Lawrence 
Power Development Visitor Centre 
on August 13. Mrs. Falconer has 
donated her entire collection 
of Robert Hood Saunders 
memorabilia to the Centre where 
they are now proudly displayed. 
Robert Saunders, as Chairman 
of Ontario Hydro, was one of 
the leading proponents of the 
St. Lawrence Seaway and Power 
Project.
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Ontario Power Generation’s (OPG) new 13,000 square foot 
Visitor Centre, constructed to LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) standards opened this summer. The 
centre offers the visitor an historical, interactive and educational 
experience about the construction of the St. Lawrence Seaway 
and Power Project and its impact on many communities, and 
tells the story of electricity generation at OPG. Artifacts have been 
loaned by the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne, the Lost Villages 
Historical Society and Mardi Falconer, the daughter of Robert 
H. Saunders, who donated an entire collection of her father’s 
memorabilia.

Located on the north shore of the St. Lawrence River, just east 
of the Robert H. Saunders Generating Station, it boasts an
expansive view of the downstream side of the Moses-Saunders 
Dam. The Waterfront Trail has been extended so that people can 
access the building by bicycle or on foot.

“ The project had a profound effect on this part of Eastern Ontario,
and its story should be told as a part of our heritage. I am very
pleased that the historical associations have been consulted
about the design of the Visitor Centre from the outset.” Jim 
Brownell, MPP for Stormont Dundas South Glengarry.

In his remarks to 130 guests at the opening ceremony on 
August 13th, 2010, Cornwall Mayor Bob Kilger noted that 
“the addition of this new Visitor Centre in Cornwall, with its 
remarkable displays of history and culture, will give people 
a better understanding of what happened here 50 years ago. 
It will help attract more visitors to our city.” OPG employees 
were joined by project partners, key stakeholders, community 
leaders and descendants of Robert H. Saunders at the event.

OPG’s new St. Lawrence Power Development Visitor Centre is 
open Monday to Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. throughout 
the year or by appointment. Summer 2011 opening hours will 
be announced next year. Call 613-932-4563 for information or 
email at: powervisitorcentre@opg.com
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St. Lawrence Power Development Visitor Centre is a “WOW”

Offi cial ribbon cutting (left to right): Peter Holman, President Holman Exhibits Ltd.; 
Jim Brownell, MPP for Stormont, Dundas, South Glengarry; Sheree Bonaparte, 
Executive Director, Mohawk Council of Akwesasne; Guy Lauzon, MP for Stormont, 
Dundas, South Glengarry; John Murphy, OPG’s Executive Vice President Hydro; 
Mardi Falconer, daughter of Robert H. Saunders; Bob Saunders, nephew of 
Robert H. Saunders.

Brendan White, Communications Specialist, Mohawk Council of Akwesasne looks 
at the Centre’s Akwesasne exhibit with his children.
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The Use of Cranes at Dams and Generating Stations 
Cranes play an integral part in seasonal maintenance operations at the 
Robert H. Saunders Generating Station (GS) at Cornwall and the Iroquois Dam, 
40 km upstream on the St Lawrence River. 

The Moses-Saunders Dam and the Iroquois Dam span the St. Lawrence River and 
act as barriers where fl oating debris in the river can collect. The Iroquois Dam 
is used primarily to control water elevation in Lake St. Lawrence and to a lesser 
extent, to regulate the outfl ow of water from Lake Ontario and to assist with ice 
formation on the river upstream of the R.H. Saunders GS. When its gates are 
lowered into the water by the 350 tonne cranes, debris collects on the upstream 
side of the structure and is removed by OPG. When the Iroquois Dam gates are 
in the fully open position, debris fl oating downstream collects on the upstream 
face, on the Canadian side of the Robert H. Saunders GS at Cornwall.

The large 350 tonne cranes on the Iroquois Dam are used to remove debris from 
the river which is then removed from the site by truck.

There are three cranes used in the operations of the station. The headworks crane, with a lifting capacity of 90 tonnes, is used to 
remove debris from the upstream side of the dam. Once removed from the river, the debris is collected and taken by truck to a 
recycling facility. The garbage is removed and the organic material such as weeds, wood, fi sh and other remnants are recycled, 
reused or composted.

The main crane at the station travels over the generating units on a track. It has a lifting capacity of 300 tonnes, with the main hook 
and two auxiliary “jibs” with a capacity of 90 tonnes. This crane is used primarily in the disassembly and reassembly of the sixteen 
generating units, lifting the large pieces of equipment into and out of the huge maintenance area at the station, and for normal 
routine maintenance performed on the generators. 

The tailrace crane, whose capacity is 15 tonnes, is situated on the downstream side of the station and is used primarily for installing 
“stop logs” or sectional gates that allow the water passages to be dewatered for inspection or other maintenance work.

The headworks and tailrace cranes at the R.H. Saunders 
Generating Station.

Dear Neighbours,
The last few years have brought some exciting developments to OPG and the Ottawa/St. Lawrence Plant Group and I’ve been 
proud to have been a part of them. Two notable projects that come to mind are OPG’s extensive investment in our stations and the 
opening of the St. Lawrence Power Development Visitor Centre. Many of the facilities have been generating electricity for decades 
and investments have been made to ensure that we continue to operate for decades to come.

OPG has an ongoing upgrade program across its hydro fl eet to ensure the continuation of clean, renewable electricity for the 
people of Ontario. Maintaining and improving our facilities contributes to OPG’s mandate of operating safely and effi ciently. 
Upgrading our turbines will reduce maintenance requirements and increase power production through improved hydroelectric 
operating effi ciency. The new turbines, made from advanced stainless steel, will provide longer life expectancy (upwards of 60 to 
70 years), reduce wear and tear on our turbines and signifi cantly increase our hydroelectric power production.

The highlight of 2010 is the opening of our Visitor Centre on the 
St. Lawrence River near Robert H. Saunders Generating Station 
at Cornwall. The Grand Opening of the Visitor Centre on August 
13th was a huge success and its public opening during Doors 
Open Cornwall on September 11/12th was very well attended. 
This environmentally designed, state of the art facility will serve 
the people of Cornwall and its surrounding area for years to 
come. With dynamic exhibits that tell the story of the area and 
the Saunders station, the Centre will provide the public with a 
history of our existing sites and an insight into OPG’s operating 
fl eet throughout the Province. This is a great addition to the 
St. Lawrence River and surrounding area. We look forward to 
your visit!

Sincerely,

Jim Moreland
Plant Manager
Ottawa/St. Lawrence Plant Group

The St. Lawrence Power Development  Visitor Centre.

Manager’s Message



In the Community

OPG supported the Cornwall Community Hospital Kids’ Triathlon on  
August 21, 2010.  (Left to right): Fern Hamelin, Chair Cornwall Community 
Hospital Foundation; two young participants; Linda Halliday of OPG, Public 
Affairs Officer.

OPG provided support to Community Living South Dundas. (Left to right):  
Marlene Lewis and Debbie Boardman of Community Living Dundas County; 
Wayne Bailey and Linda Halliday of OPG.

OPG made a $1,000 contribution to the 2010 City of Cornwall Arts in the Park 
programs. (Left to right): Lorne Taillon, City of Cornwall Recreation Coordinator; 
Shannon Prevost, Summer programs; Linda Halliday of OPG.

This photo was taken at Cooper Marsh Conservation Area where the Eco Friends 
Summer Camp is held for several weeks each summer. This camp attracts young 
people who are interested in learning about the natural environment around them, 
and offers a fun, hands-on experience for participants. OPG is a supporter of this 
important program.
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