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Robert H. Saunders Generating Station and our Environmental 
Support Unit were honoured to be nominated “Rookie of 
the Year Award” by the Wildlife Habitat Council, a US-based 
nonpro�t group dedicated to restoring and enhancing wildlife 
habitat.  The station’s “Wildlife at Work” program was also 
certi�ed for two years.  The nomination comes on the heels 
of many exciting environmentally-focused initiatives at 
Saunders GS, including the recent extension to the eel ladder 
(see page 2) and the adherence to the Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating 
System in the construction of the new St. Lawrence Power 
Development Visitor Centre. 
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Robert H Saunders GS, located in Cornwall, Ontario.

“I recently joined the Otto Holden GS team and I am pleased to 
be in Mattawa, a beautiful place to live,” said Bruce Robertson, 
Manager at Otto Holden GS.  “ My family and I are looking foward 
to many happy years in the community.”
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Located eight kilometres north of Mattawa on the Ottawa River, Otto Holden Generating Station (GS) �rst produced power in 
1952.  It is one of four hydroelectric generating stations on the Ottawa River owned and operated by OPG.  The plant has eight 
generating units with a total capacity of 240 megawatts (MW), and is the seventh largest in Ontario.  The dam housing the 
generators is approximately 760 meters long with the powerhouse centred on the boundary between Ontario and Quebec. It 
produces enough energy each year to power approximately 140,000 households.

The construction of Otto Holden GS commenced in 1949 at which time the station was know as La Cave GS.  It was renamed 
Otto Holden GS in 1952 to honour Dr. Otto Holden, the Assistant General Manager of Engineering at Ontario Hydro.  

Plant upgrades commenced in 1999 and improved the ef�ciency of this source of clean hydro power.  The project included a 
complete overhaul of the generating units, complete replacement of the dam’s upper deck surfaces and repairs to submerged 
concrete surfaces.  The work continues today with planned replacement of the main output transformers, sluice gates 
and powerhouse windows.  This ongoing construction activity contributes to the economy of the Town of Mattawa and 
surrounding communities, and ensures that the station will continue to be a source of renewable electricity for many years to 
come.
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